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Camp ends the same every session: a 
banquet dinner and candlelight 
ceremony. But each session is 
unique, so what I say to campers at 
the end is unique too. This summer 
came wi th some t remendous 
challenges (a COVID outbreak, a 2-
day power outage, a heatwave and a 
drought) yet it still managed to be 
our best yet, so I wanted to share 
with our wider camp community 
some of what matters most at camp. 
At the end of 1st session, I reminded 
campers to take the light that they 
experience at camp and share it with 
others. I gave them time to reflect on 
how special their camp experience 
was and invited them to let it boost 
them during the rest of their year. 
This first, one week session had 
tested out what was new at camp and 
helped the staff acclimate to their 
ro les and respons ib i l i t i e s . I 
acknowledged everyone at camp's 
ability to overcome challenges, get to 
know so many new people so 
quickly, and to regroup after set 
backs.  
With 2nd session came a COVID 
outbreak and included some related 
ups and downs. It had taken a lot of 
hard work and cooperation to 
complete the session, and to 

complete it joyfully. I told campers that 
they deserved all of their enjoyment and 
experiences at   camp and that it was 
important for them to remember that that 
they will always have adults in their lives 
who will fight for them and value who 
they are and what they love. I closed the 
ceremony reflecting on how sometimes 
both the good and bad parts of a session 
at camp can help us see more clearly 
what it is we need most when we aren’t 
here, and remind us to seek out friends 
that support us. 
3rd session marked the longest time 
we’ve been at camp since going 
independent six years ago. At the end of 
this session, campers, counselors and 
CITS (and me) were tired! But at the 
same time, we had hit our stride and 
completed a true WA WA session. That 
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What  Matters  Most
At  Camp 

night I mentioned the last sign on the 
camp road before the canoe gates, “Keep 
Going,” because it had cheered me on 
when things felt tough. I invited campers 
and staff to use it as a helpful reminder 
that sometimes things are hard, but 
digging deep, getting help, and gaining 
momen tum can have wonde r fu l 
outcomes. 
4th session was a time to treasure. 
Counselors had an entire summer of 
experience under their belts and the 
campers were always eager and 
enthusiastic. I encouraged them to soak in 
all that camp had given them and store 
memories for the rest of the year. And of 
course I ended the same way I do every 
session- “may the light of Segowea stay 
with you all year long and bring you right 
back here next summer.” 
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6  Week Camper:
Maddie  Krueger

Firefly: What was your favorite 
camp activity this summer? 
Maddie: Capture the flag and 
medic dodgeball- those were both 
really fun this year.  

Firefly: What was your favorite 
meal of the summer? 
Maddie: Chicken stir fry and rice. 
Firefly: What would you tell 
someone who was considering 
coming for six weeks next year? 
Maddie: Go for it! I was so nervous 
to do it. But once I got here, and got 
to know all of the counselors and 
built up my friendships, I found it’s 
a lot of fun being here for the full 
summer.   

again, but it’s also a challenge to 
find new ways to have fun. I 
have never been away from home 
for this long and I missed my 
family a lot. I also have family 
here, so that helped! 

Firefly: What was the most 
important thing that you packed 
for this summer? 
Maddie: Enough t-shirts! 

Firefly: What is something you 
ran out of? 
Maddie: Socks! 

Maddie is our first six week 
camper since becoming an 
independently operated camp! She 
is also a five year kid and second 
generation WA WA. We sat down 
on the side porch to hear how it 
went. 

Firefly: What was the best part of 
coming to camp for all four 
sessions? 
Maddie: Being here and seeing 
people all summer has been a lot 
of fun. I have gotten to know a lot 
more people this summer.  

Firefly: What has been most 
challenging about this summer? 
Maddie: It’s fun to wake up and 
do camp activities over and over 
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“It’s the people that keep me coming back” - Jack, age 16

“Camp friends are…different.” - Julianna, age 12

“Last year, I came to camp and made new friends. This year, 
I came back and made new friends and I got to know my 

friends from last year even better. I think that means 
something.” - Rukmini, age 10 

“Thank you Courtney!” - Maple Cabin, ages 8 & 9 
(appreciating our Head Cook during just about every meal) 



 

their ears in the water. Next we 
work on head position and gliding 
backwards and standing up. After 
that it’s on to skulling with their 
arms and floating on their back. 
Then it’s the elementary back 
s t roke . Then the t radi t ional 
backstroke.  
Swimming is stamina. 
Once campers can swim without 
putting down their feet, they can 
swim at the big dock. In order to 
earn the coveted privilege of playing 
on the rolling log- we need to focus 
on technique. For me the keys are 
full, proper arm strokes and kicking 
without bending the legs. This 
progression is all about efficiency- 
movements that propel swimmers 
forward instead of hard work that 
barely moves you.

Dedicated Volunteers’ Hard Work Helps Improve Camp, which is why we highlight…

CAMP WA WA SEGOWEA

All Skill Levels Needed
Volunteer Virtually 

or In Person
Year Round Opportunities

Ski l l  Classes
With  Ski l l ed  Teachers

You really have to love boating!  
A passion for boating is my main 
ingredient for success. It can be very 
difficult to keep young campers 
organized in boats on our pond, so I 
keep in mind the goal is to 
eventually see these kids be able to 
maneuver around on their own.  
Start with the scariest skills. 
Last summer, as a new lifeguard, it 
scared me when campers ended up 
in the water during boating. So this 
year I embraced it and started by 
teaching campers how to fall off 
paddle boards and get back on, how 
to un-swamp canoes, and the basic 
rule of 3-points of contact so they 
stayed stable in the row boats. 

Watching them get more confident 
with these skills has made me more 
confident. 
Stick together! 
The trademark of my classes this 
summer is groups of boaters moving 
around the pond as a unit. In these 
clusters, we talk about technique but 
also things like the beauty of nature. 
By staying in a pack, the campers 
learn how to steer and avoid 
crashes, and also get to spend time 
together. At the end of class we race 
back to shore so everyone can work 
on their speed too. Campers stay 
secure because they know they have 
each other for help if they get 
stuck.  

Every afternoon at Camp WA WA Segowea campers hone their abilities in three different activity periods designed for 
fun but also to develop skills like archery, arts & crafts, outdoor cooking and pottery. A lot goes into making classes both 
enjoyable and challenging. Here’s how two of our teachers do it, the WA WA Way.
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“YAY BOATING!!”

Syeed Holtzclaw 
Boating Instructor

“Swimming is more 
mental than it is 

physical.”

Maggie Hodos, WSI, LGI 
Waterfront Coordinator

The Bests  Lis t
Of  Summer 2022  

Jacob Hodos 
Base Camp Coordinator

Best of Base Camp 
1. No Covid 3rd Session 
2. Camper’s overcoming 

homesickness and staying! 
3. CITs hitting their stride 
4. Campers trying sailing and archery 

for the first time 
5. Olympics and water polo

Annie Okichy 
Program Coordinator

Best Funny Moments 
1. Get to know your counselor 
2. All of Alison’s “repeat after me 

songs” 
3. Losing a counselor (and then finding 

them)  during counselor hunt 
4. Frozen T-shirt race during Olympics 
5. Water Klondike derby 

Courtney Buxton 
Healthcare Supervisor

Best Camp Improvements 
1. Punctuality! 
2. Campers and staff taking initiative 
3. No flooding! 
4. The fishing dock 
5. New beacon stalls

Vaughn Albert 
Asst to Camper 
Counseling

Best Scary Stories 
1. The exploding fire extinguisher 
2. The power outage 
3. Losing a counselor (and then finding 

them) during counselor hunt 
4. The bear in base camp 
5. Bushwacking through the ridge trail 

Build confident swimmers! 
Strong swimmers know that they 
can stop themselves from drowning. 
They gain the ability to trust 
themselves and grow as they learn a 
challenging skill set. At camp, we 
teach non-swimmers of all ages, and 
advanced swimmers on swim teams. 
They learn the three basic strokes, 
crawl, back, and free, and after that 
we move on to diving and butterfly. 
This summer, I also certified four 15 
& 16 year old campers to become 
Red Cross Lifeguards. 
It’s a logical progression. 
Each stroke and skill is broken 
down so that campers don’t move 
on to the next step until they are 
c o m f o r t a b l e w i t h t h e m o s t 
immediate skill. For example, with 
the backstroke I first help them put 3



THANK YOU to the following donors to the 
Capital Campaign to Renovate the Main 
Lodge for their donations of 5K or more! 

Ask anyone at WA WA what their favorite place at camp is, and most people will tell you it’s the 
side porch. That’s because in addition to providing a relaxing spot to sit and watch the clouds roll 
over the lake, its also a place where you can post up on a rocking chair and take in all the action 
around you, and there’s always lots of action! 

Views  from
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Anonymous, dedicated to the memory 
of Arthur and Ruth McComb - $82,834 
Tom McPheeters and Nancy Ost - 
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Zach Korzyk - $30,000 
Beth and Jon Hodos - $27,500 
Matt Toback - $26,500 
Stephen and Marlene Perks - $25,000 
Bob and Nancy Harding, in memory of 
Dean Temple - $25,000 
Rob and Michelle Quinn - $15,000 
Kara and Ryan Showers - $12,000 
Anonymous - $10,000 
Boo and Louise Van Alstyne - $10,000 
Anonymous - $7,500 
Holly and John Fisher - $7,500 
Josh and Lisa Perks - $7,000 
The Foley Family- $6,575 

Tom Harvey - $6,000 
Sarah Perks - $6,500 
Lou and Mary Falk, in memory of Dave Falk - 
$5,250 
Kathleen Davis and Georgia LoPresti - $5,100 
Mike Bruns - $5,000 
Elizabeth Carivan - $5,000 
Graves and O'Brien Families - $5,000 
Hanagan and Cohen Families- $5,000 
Hudson River Bank & Trust Foundation - 
$5,000 
Marjorie Koloski - $5,000 
The McGlynn-Wright Family - $5,000 
Mercogliano Family- $5,000  
Smith Family Fund - $5,000 
Bill and Nancie Van Alstyne - $5,000 
Andy Elman- $5,000 
Toby Malbec- $5,000 
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possible with your generosity!  
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Smith Park of New York, Inc. Mission Statement 
Smith Park of NY is devoted to the preservation and operation of Camp WA WA Segowea, the protection of its natural 
surroundings and historical integrity, and the continuation of traditional resident camping that improves the spiritual, 

mental, social, and physical attributes of young people in a supportive community. 4 7

During 1st Session, Spruce Cabin was busy 
at the swing practicing the sing-along song 

“AgaFlaga.” 

This year campers learned a bunch of new 
repeat after me songs like “It’s a 60’s Party 

from a 60’s Movie” and “Jellyfish.” 

A favorite camp activity is called “stations” where 
cabins rotate through a variety of fun activities like 
sponge wrestling, Magic The Gathering, and button 

making. 

One of the best stations is “Spa” where campers get 
pampered with face masks, nail polish and of course, 

the gorgeous sights of Harmon Pond. 

The skill class board helps keep track of who 
goes where when.  

Everyday campers take swimming along 
with two other activities. 

To give the gift of Camp to campers in need of financial assistance 
please visit www.campwawa.org 

Special thank you to Beth and John Hodos and all of our 2022 Get Kids to Camp Director's Drive 
donors for raising $10,266 to fund camper scholarships for this summer!!!!

http://www.campwawa.org/
http://www.campwawa.org/
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someone who was considering 
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Maddie: Go for it! I was so nervous 
to do it. But once I got here, and got 
to know all of the counselors and 
built up my friendships, I found it’s 
a lot of fun being here for the full 
summer.   

again, but it’s also a challenge to 
find new ways to have fun. I 
have never been away from home 
for this long and I missed my 
family a lot. I also have family 
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important thing that you packed 
for this summer? 
Maddie: Enough t-shirts! 

Firefly: What is something you 
ran out of? 
Maddie: Socks! 

Maddie is our first six week 
camper since becoming an 
independently operated camp! She 
is also a five year kid and second 
generation WA WA. We sat down 
on the side porch to hear how it 
went. 

Firefly: What was the best part of 
coming to camp for all four 
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Maddie: Being here and seeing 
people all summer has been a lot 
of fun. I have gotten to know a lot 
more people this summer.  
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their ears in the water. Next we 
work on head position and gliding 
backwards and standing up. After 
that it’s on to skulling with their 
arms and floating on their back. 
Then it’s the elementary back 
s t roke . Then the t radi t ional 
backstroke.  
Swimming is stamina. 
Once campers can swim without 
putting down their feet, they can 
swim at the big dock. In order to 
earn the coveted privilege of playing 
on the rolling log- we need to focus 
on technique. For me the keys are 
full, proper arm strokes and kicking 
without bending the legs. This 
progression is all about efficiency- 
movements that propel swimmers 
forward instead of hard work that 
barely moves you.

Dedicated Volunteers’ Hard Work Helps Improve Camp, which is why we highlight…

CAMP WA WA SEGOWEA

All Skill Levels Needed
Volunteer Virtually 

or In Person
Year Round Opportunities

Ski l l  Classes
With  Ski l l ed  Teachers

You really have to love boating!  
A passion for boating is my main 
ingredient for success. It can be very 
difficult to keep young campers 
organized in boats on our pond, so I 
keep in mind the goal is to 
eventually see these kids be able to 
maneuver around on their own.  
Start with the scariest skills. 
Last summer, as a new lifeguard, it 
scared me when campers ended up 
in the water during boating. So this 
year I embraced it and started by 
teaching campers how to fall off 
paddle boards and get back on, how 
to un-swamp canoes, and the basic 
rule of 3-points of contact so they 
stayed stable in the row boats. 

Watching them get more confident 
with these skills has made me more 
confident. 
Stick together! 
The trademark of my classes this 
summer is groups of boaters moving 
around the pond as a unit. In these 
clusters, we talk about technique but 
also things like the beauty of nature. 
By staying in a pack, the campers 
learn how to steer and avoid 
crashes, and also get to spend time 
together. At the end of class we race 
back to shore so everyone can work 
on their speed too. Campers stay 
secure because they know they have 
each other for help if they get 
stuck.  

Every afternoon at Camp WA WA Segowea campers hone their abilities in three different activity periods designed for 
fun but also to develop skills like archery, arts & crafts, outdoor cooking and pottery. A lot goes into making classes both 
enjoyable and challenging. Here’s how two of our teachers do it, the WA WA Way.
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Build confident swimmers! 
Strong swimmers know that they 
can stop themselves from drowning. 
They gain the ability to trust 
themselves and grow as they learn a 
challenging skill set. At camp, we 
teach non-swimmers of all ages, and 
advanced swimmers on swim teams. 
They learn the three basic strokes, 
crawl, back, and free, and after that 
we move on to diving and butterfly. 
This summer, I also certified four 15 
& 16 year old campers to become 
Red Cross Lifeguards. 
It’s a logical progression. 
Each stroke and skill is broken 
down so that campers don’t move 
on to the next step until they are 
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immediate skill. For example, with 
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