SPRING 2022 ISSUE 16

T h e F i re f l y

C A M P WA WA S E G O W E A’ S Q U A RT E R LY N E W S L E T T E R

H e re C o m e s S u m m e r 2 0 2 2 !

Generous need-based scholarship support
is available for all programs- to apply, a
family can submit a brief form while
completing the registration. All
registration
happens
at
www.campwawa.org.
Everyone is also invited to come out to
camp on a volunteer weekend or for our
open house on Saturday, June 11 from 2-5
PM. Please email me at
lily@smithpark.org for more information.

By Lily Mercogliano Easton, Camp Director

How can it be that summer is just
around the corner? Thank goodness
the year goes by fast- some of us can’t
wait to be back out at camp!
The two-week sessions for overnight
camp in July have filled fast and some
programs already have a waiting list,
but our new, one week sessions (the
last week of June and first week of
August) still have space. Families are
encouraged to sign up soon and add
their campers to the waiting list if
needed since sometimes plans change
and a spot will open.
Family Camp is another highlight of
this summer. Camper cabins are
available for both sessions during the
week of August 8-14 and one staff
cabin is still available for Session 1.
Yoga, crafts, swimming, and boating
will all be back on the schedule this
summer!

Camp Favorite Sponge Wrestling

2nd Fav Making Friendship Bracelets

B e a v e r C h a l l e n g e To t a l N e a r s $ 5 0 K
T h e L o d g e C a p i t a l C a m p a i g n C l o s e To F i n i s h
by Kara Ingraham Showers

On March 27th, over 35 camp alumni
gathered on Zoom for the WA WA
Beavers Happy Hour to celebrate the
1980s, 90s, and 00s and push the Lodge
Capital Campaign towards the finish
line. The group was lucky to hear
messages from long-time caretaker and
camp supporter, Paul Harvey (an
excerpt is on page 7), and former Camp
Directors, John Fisher and Beth Hodos.
When it was time to give back, this
group of donors flew past their goal of
$25,000 to a whopping $44,000, with
hopes to cross $50,000 soon. To get this
far, the Graves and Mercogliano

Families joined forces with Amy
McPheeters to match the first $12,500
raised during the Capital Campaign. Teddy
Wright, Julia Hannigan, and Liz
Caravan each donated at the $5,000
level to surpass that match and
were then joined by over a
dozen others, who all gave
generously.
Those who give via the
“Beaver Challenge” will be
listed on a special WA WA
Beavers plaque- that will be
hidden at camp- as just
another way to have fun far
into the future!

Harmon Pond’s Beavers are impressed
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C a m p U n s u n g H e ro :
Minna Prisco

N E W S TAT E T H E FA C T S
PA R K O P E N I N G
by Mike Bruns

Minna Prisco’s Camp life began back in
1998 as a camper, like her brothers Ray
and Joe. Minna rose through the ranks as
a camper and then into the CIT
program before becoming a counselor in
2005.
While the camp was closed from
2006-2009, Minna continued to
volunteer and when Camp reopened in
2010, Minna took on the role of co-unit
head and waterfront director. If you ask
her why, she’ll gladly tell you, “I came
back for the kids!” Minna has continued
to volunteer at camp ever since and lends
a helping hand in many ways. Minna is
also known for taking plenty of beautiful
camp pictures, a talent which led to her
start and maintain the Camp’s Instagram
account.

In addition to her photography and her
hard work, Minna helped organize the
holiday gift wrapping at Barnes &
Noble and also finds time to support
off season events at Camp. When
weddings are hosted at Camp, her
“Minna Shuttle” is welcomed by guests
who need a ride up the hill.
Without a doubt, Minna is a volunteer
who goes above and beyond when it
comes to helping out Camp!
We asked her about some of her
“favorites” and here’s what she had to
say:
What’s your Favorite place at
Camp?
I love the steps of Maple Cabin (it’s got
the best view of the lodge, cabin row
and the lake all together) but the side
porch of the lodge is a close 2nd.
What keeps you coming back?

Who wouldn’t want to come back, see
great friends, work hard, take a soap dip
and then play on the lake and take a paddle
board out? It’s a little slice of
heaven for me. But really what keeps me
coming back is the kids. If I didn't have
camp, I don’t know where I’d be. At
Camp, I was always able to be myself. I
grew up there.
What do you want people know about
Camp?
We need more people to volunteer! It takes
a lot to get Camp ready for the summer, so
that more kids can enjoy it like I did. It’s
really important in the age of social media
to leave your phone at home (since we
don’t have reception at Camp), unplug and
connect with each other once in awhile!
Thanks Minna for all you do!

To p 5 R e a s o n s To L o v e B e i n g A C o u n s e l o r
Wi t h S u p re m e We b b
5. Setting up cabin row for campers.
4. Taking in the scenery us urban folks don’t see so
often.
3. Hanging out with my campers and learning about
what makes them who they are.
2. Helping recruit some new staff to become “Pirates.”

1. THE CAMP OLYMPICS!
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People at Camp
Change Lives
by Mike Bruns

Nancy and Bob Harding met at camp in 1965. They both lived in Poughkeepsie, dated in high school after their first
summer at camp, got married and have been together ever since! Here is a snapshot of a recent conversation between
Mike Bruns
the caretaker
Hardings.Paul
One Harvey
special sat
thing about camp is that when you start talking about camp, you often
Back in March
formerand
camp
quickly focus on the people that forever changed the course of your life.

Mike Bruns (MB): What stands
out to you when you think about
camp?
Nancy Harding (NH): Dean
Temple, he was just a wonderful
person.
Bob Harding (BH): Both of us
have such strong memories of
him. He was an inspiring man. He
was into fitness and took a
significant swim every morning,
at least across the lake and back.
He knew every camper’s name.
He was low-key, sincere, and
kind.
NH: He really enjoyed being with
young people. He wasn’t an
authoritarian type of person- he
just took care of everyone. You
could talk to him anytime. When
camp was over, he was still
working at the YMCA, and we
would stop in some times and say,
“Hello” and he always welcomed
us.
MB: What sound from camp is
most memorable?
NH: Singing “Taps”- a very
peaceful way to end every single
day. Also, motorboat sounds and
splashing.
MB: What activities made up a
“typical day” at camp?
BH & NH: We had ping-pong

tournaments (Bob was a
champion), archery, sports up the
hill. And we had tetherball on the
Parade field. We swam, we had
rowboats. We had a rope swing at
the other side which was a lot of
fun. There was water skiing with a
25 mp horse power boat, and
diving boards at the dock.
MB: What values did you take
from camp?

BH: Camp shaped, amongst
many other things, some sense of
what you thought was important
and valuable and enduring. To me,
it was just a very genuine
experience and Dean Temple
introduced us to the importance of
being on your own outdoors, and
how one person in particular can
influence literally thousands of
young people in a very positive
way.

“Dean Temple
introduced us to
the importance of
being on your
own outdoors,
and how one
person in
particular can
influence literally
thousands of
young people in
a very positive
way.”
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Wa l l y T h e Tu r t l e

Fan Fiction
by Amy McPheeters

It was a warm day, and I was
enjoying the feel of the sun
beating on my shell. Summer
was in the air, and the breeze
on Harmon Pond was like air
conditioning. Life was good. I
could hear birds chirping and
ducks quacking even though
there had been some
commotion from those big
humans. They were cleaning,
which was weird, because to
me nature is perfect. I tried to
stay away, and they did the
same. They were working
sooo hard.
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Then I heard a new sound.
Little humans laughing. To be
honest, it was the most
beautiful sound I ever heard! I
decided to waddle closer to
investigate. Yep, they were
running and playing. One of
the little ones – “Alex”started skipping over my way.
As quick as possible (I am a
turtle after all!) I scooted back
inside my shell. Alex stopped
too. Since I was shell-bound,
I thought maybe Alex had
left, but then heard “Hi turtle.
I’m Alex. Do you want to
play with us?” I thought that
sounded better than cleaning
–those little humans are very
smart. Slowly, turtle-like, I
pushed my head toward Alex
who smiled a big broad smile

and said, “Hi! Come play
with us.” And then the little
human walked with me very,
very slowly so I could keep
up and join their group.
As I looked around, I saw
how busy the big humans
had been and had to admit
that everything looked
lovely all swept and cleaned.
Then I thought- maybe if
more big humans came to
help, and they could get
more work done, everyone
would have more time to
play with the li+le ones.
Will you join them?

Wo r d s

Of Wisdom
From Paul

Harvey

Back in March former WA WA caretaker Paul
Harvey took a seat on the side porch to talk Camp
for the “Beaver Challenge Happy Hour.” Paul is
well remembered for his “words of wisdom” and
he didn’t disappoint! To see his interview, and other
great Camp videos, visit us at Smith Park Home of
Camp WA WA Segowea on Youtube.

“With all that's going on in the world, I still try to find time to laugh. I can
remember up here at the camp, and it will happen again, that you can
take a moment and put the rest of the world aside
and find time to laugh.”

A SE G O W E A
CAMP WA W

Camp WA WA
Cell Phone Free

Since 1929
Segowea

All Skill Levels Needed
Volunteer Virtually
or In Person
Year Round Opportunities
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Dedicated Volunteers’ Hard Work Helps Improve Camp, which is why we highlight…

The Perks of
The Smith Park Board
by Mike Bruns

by Mike Bruns

This spring we say thank you to Sarah Perks, outgoing Smith Park Board President and welcome incoming
President, Lisa Perks! Both camp alums, and friends since high school, Sarah and Lisa became in-laws in their
20s when Lisa married Sarah’s brother Josh. The Firefly caught up with them as they transitioned leadership of
Smith Park of New York, Inc. in April.
Mike Bruns (MB): Sarah, what
accomplishments as President are you
most proud of?
Sarah Perks (SP): In addition to
achieving some boring goals like
improving the technological tools used
by the Board and establishing more
efficient meeting norms, I am proud of a
successful capital campaign and
increased board diversity. My role in
these successes was small. I nominated
the co-chairs of the Capital Campaign
Committee, Lisa Perks and Lou Falk,
and they have been strong behind-thescenes leaders. And during the summer
of 2020, I drafted the public commitment
that Smith Park made to have a board
that was more representative of our
community. The Governance Committee
then took a close look at our recruitment
practices and made changes that have
already resulted in a board that better
reflects our campers and alumni.
MB: What did you learn about yourself
while in office?
SP: I learned that while our love for
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camp is unlimited, our time and energy
are not. It's hard to know where those
limits are for other people, and at times
it’s hard to know where the limits are
even for myself. Ultimately, I learned
that people want to be asked to give of
themselves in various ways and they
will respond in the best way they canall together we'll accomplish great
things.
MB: What words of advice do you
have for Lisa?
SP: Prioritize. Delegate. Appreciate.
MB: Lisa, what does being President
of the Smith Park Board mean to you?
Lisa Perks (LP): As my fellow WA
WAs know, camp has a way of nesting
in your soul. I think about camp and
dream about camp all the time. Some
of my best friends and favorite people
are
part of our camp community.
When that community needs you, you
try to give what you can.
MB: Where do your best ideas come
from?

LP: The best ideas come from
collaboration with others! The idea has to
start somewhere. However, ideas almost
always get improved upon and refined
through conversation with others. Perhaps
my answer to this question should simply
be: the side porch at camp!
MB: What would you like to accomplish
during your tenure?
LP: I would like to see
us
grow in three
WE A
WA WA SE GO
key ways:CA MP
volunteer
support, grant
support, and reopening the Senior Village
(camper lodging up the hill). We have a
critical need for volunteers at work
weekends and during fundraisers. My very
first session at camp was "up the hill" with
a crew of 13 girl “Villagers.” I felt so
proud of what we accomplished on the
Appalachian Trail and loved all the fun of
the canoe trip. It would be awesome to
have teen campers live "off the row" and
have that space again.

Thanks
All Skill Levels Needed
Virtually
Sarah Volunteer
and
Lisa!
or In Person
Year Round Opportunities

THANK YOU to the following donors to the
Capital Campaign to Renovate the Main
Lodge for their donations of 5K or more!
Anonymous, dedicated to the memory
of Arthur and Ruth McComb - $82,834
Tom McPheeters and Nancy Ost $50,000
Zach Korzyk - $30,000
Beth and Jon Hodos - $27,500
Matt Toback - $26,500
Stephen and Marlene Perks - $25,000
Bob and Nancy Harding, in memory of
Dean Temple - $25,000
Rob and Michelle Quinn - $15,000
Kara and Ryan Showers - $12,000
Anonymous - $10,000
Boo and Louise Van Alstyne - $10,000
Anonymous - $7,500
Holly and John Fisher - $7,500
Josh and Lisa Perks - $7,000

The Foley Family- $6,575
Tom Harvey - $6,000
Sarah Perks - $6,500
Lou and Mary Falk, in memory of Dave Falk $5,250
Kathleen Davis and Georgia LoPresti - $5,100
Mike Bruns - $5,000
Elizabeth Carivan - $5,000
Graves and O'Brien Families - $5,000
Hanagan and Cohen Families- $5,000
Hudson River Bank & Trust Foundation $5,000
Marjorie Koloski - $5,000
The McGlynn-Wright Family - $5,000
Mercogliano Family- $5,000
Smith Family Fund - $5,000
Bill and Nancie Van Alstyne - $5,000

We also recognize the following first quarter 2022 donors to Smith
Park of New York, Inc. for making the continuation of Camp WA
WA Segowea possible with your generosity!
Luke Anderson
Elizabeth Carivan
Laurel Ciccaglione
Kathleen Davis
Miriam Delman-HaLevi
Wyeth Drummond
Kristan Dunst
Kurtis Easton
Cohen and Hanagan Families
Nancy Fedorchak
John Fisher
Jennifer Fogell Moore
Foley Family

Elizabeth Gavin
Sharon Haugh
Kristen Hendrickson
Rachel Honan
David Jones
Amanda Lewis
Mathew & Harper Lewis
Katie Lyons
Amy McPheeters
Elisha Mittleman
Mercogliano Family
Chris Minehan
Robin Mitnick

Teddy McGlynn-Wright
Antoinette Montanino
James Nelson
Tiana Olewnick
Ann Olsen
Nancy Ost
Paul Palmese
Lisa Perks
Sarah Perks
Minna Prisco
Rachel Projansky
Michelle Quinn
Carlton Raymond

Jacqueline Rice
Daniel Rosado
Neal Rosen
Monique Sims
Smith Family Fund
Steven Smith
Robert Sweet
Clara Wille
Louise Van Alstyne

To give the gift of camp to a camper in need of financial assistance
please visit www.campwawa.org
Firefly Contributors
Mike Bruns
David B Easton
Kara Ingraham Showers
Amy McPheeters
Lily Mercogliano Easton
Minna Prisco

Smith Park of New York, Inc. Mission Statement
Smith Park of NY is devoted to the preservation and operation
of Camp WA WA Segowea, the protection of its natural
surroundings and historical integrity, and the continuation of
traditional resident camping that improves the spiritual, mental,
social, and physical attributes of young people in a supportive
community.
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The Wally Waddle
September 17th, 2022
@ Camp WA WA Segowea

S AV E T H E D AT E
Camp WA WA Segowea at Smith Park
PO Box 14
Southfield, MA 01259
413.229.9110
www.campwawa.org

