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Amazing Summer 
Ahead: planning 
camp during a 
pandemic
Lily Mercogliano Easton, Camp 
Director 

Campers will be back at WA WA for 
overnight camp in less than four 
months, and so many campers, 
alumni, and staff can’t wait for that 
first day back. Running camp 
during a pandemic will not be 
completely new for WA WA- camp 
ran through the Spanish Flu from 
1918-1920, and through the 
tuberculous outbreaks of the first 
half of the 20th century. Thoughtful 
plans are being made for this 
summer and it is sure to be a 
unique and life-changing 
experience. 

In February, the State of 
Massachusetts gave the green light 
for resident camps to reopen, and in 
mid-March released the first draft 
of guidelines. Camp now has a 
COVID-19 information page that 
includes the most updated 
resources for safety this summer. 

Recently, the American Camping 
Association (ACA) has asked the 
question, “will cheese save camp 
this summer?” Their campaign, 
which promotes a multi-layered 
approach to camp this summer, is a 
great example of the measures WA 
WA is taking. Small camper pods 
will be created, activities will be 

held outside as much as possible, 
testing will be used strategically, 
hygiene and sanitation practices 
will be improved, community 
members that are eligible and able 
will be vaccinated, families will 
take precautions before coming to 
camp, and masks and social 
distancing will help as needed 
around camp.  

Those that don’t have a bunk yet 
can still join the fun for this 
summer! Overnight camp programs 
have waiting lists and bunks are 
being given to campers on the list 
as soon as they are available. And 
family camp is back this summer 
for two weeks in August. All 
registration is linked on the camp 
website: www.campwawa.org.

A quarterly newsletter with news and letters all about 

                        Camp WA WA Segowea!

   A Quarterly Newsletter	 Issue # 12 March 2021

Hello and Welcome 
to the Spring Edition 
of The Firefly! This is 
our quarterly Camp 
Newsletter and this 
month we are really 
looking forward to 
the summer of 2021!

In this edition, 
Camp Director Lily 
gives an update on 
this summers plans 
on Page 1.
Staff member Sam 
gives her thoughts on 
returning to Camp. 
Page 2

We visit the highlights 
of the Smith Park 
Annual Meeting Page 3
We also feature this 
edition’s Unsung Hero  
(who’s a long time 
camp volunteer) Page 4

On our Alumni 
spotlight, we chat with 
90’s and 00’s Alum 
Julia Hanagan on what 
she’s up to.
Page 5

http://www.campwawa.org/
http://www.campwawa.org/
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 It’s time for another virtual WA WA Wally Waddle 5K race and 
walk! Participants can register to complete a 5K race or walk 
wherever you want between May 8 - 17, 2021 For all info, Go to 
https://campwawa.org/virtual-wally-waddle-2021
Two alumni have stepped forward to use their pandemic 
businesses to give back to camp and celebrate all this 5K success. 
All participants can choose when you register if you’d like a 
cookie from Lump Cookies by Michelle Quinn, soap from Wild 
and Free Soapery by Carly Galvin, or seeds selected by Waddle 
Race Director Lisa Perks. 
Here’s what Michelle and Carly had to say about their 
participation this year:
Carly Galvin: I started my soapery at the beginning of the 
pandemic. Like many others, I had worries going through my 
head. I wanted to challenge them into a creative outlet. I loved 
that I could pick the ingredients and knew what I was putting on 
my body. I wanted to share that with others. I am so happy to be 
able to make turtle/lake soaps for the waddle! Camp has been 
such a special place for me for the last ten years, and I want to 
help it continue to be other people’s special place for many years 
to come. Happy Waddling! 
Michelle Quinn:  I started making cookies at Christmas as gifts 
for family and friends and loved it.  It’s something I can do as a 
way to relax and take my mind off whatever the “stress of the 
day” is.  Plus it’s fun and I don’t seem to be terrible at it so that 
helps. Camp is obviously very important to me and my family 
and I can only imagine how difficult it was to close last summer, 
so I just want to do whatever I can to make sure it reopens better 
than ever.

I can’t wait to be back at camp!:  Returning counselor, Samantha Molina
Being away from society and the internet itself for a couple of weeks is 

something everyone needs to experience nowadays. Being completely 

unplugged and surrounded by lively friends changes your perspective about 

everything. 
Often, I find myself breathing deeper when I’m at camp. Nothing beats living 

on a mountain, waking up by the water everyday with happy spirits who want 

nothing but to bond and grow at camp.

Whenever I’m at Camp WA WA, I dread leaving before homesickness can even 

cross my mind. Camp being closed last summer has only made our excitement 

for this summer even greater. I can’t wait to reunite with campers and friends :)

Alumni Giving Back at this Year’s Waddle!   
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Virtual Annual Meeting 
Highlights Upcoming 
Capital Campaign! 

The 2021 Smith Park Annual 
Meeting was held on zoom this 
year and was attended by a 
collection of Smith Park board 
members, capital campaign 
leadership, and Camp WA WA 
alumni.

One guest, Capital Campaign 
Chair Matt Toback, led the 
meeting’s biggest discussion: 
the upcoming capital campaign 
to restore and renovate Smith 
Lodge, the centerpiece of camp 
life! Matt’s discussion about why 
camp matters and how much 
work has been done to preserve 
WA WA’s legacy led to great 
new ideas for connections that 
can help with the upcoming 
campaign. 

Other highlights from the 
meeting included thanking out-
going board members Adam 
Hammond and Josh Perks for 
their years of service, 
welcoming newly elected board 
members Ingrid Soriano and 
Cori Cowan, and sharing annual 
reports from all of the boards 
committees.

It’s the Smith Park Board that is responsible for fulfilling the mission 
statement for Camp. They take this responsibility very seriously and 
many serve as many years as our bylaws say we can.  By holding 
elections every year, we see some existing board members leave, 
some former board members return and we continue to see new 
board members come in.  

Such is the case this year, where we said Thank You! and “See you 
soon” to Adam Hammond and Josh Perks,  Welcome back to Lou 
Falk, Tom Harvey, Georgia Lopresti-Meckes, Lisa Perks and Nella 
Stoltz!  And a big hello to brand new board members Cori Cowan 
and Ingrid Soriano!  Both Cori and Ingrid are new to the board but 
not new to WA WA. 

Cori joins us from the Albany area and her connection to camp 
began as a camper in 1994. She progressed through the CIT 
program and became a camp counselor.  Currently, Cori serves on 
the Camp Advisory Committee and the Capital Campaign Impact 
Team. She is ready and eager to contribute! ‘I would like to help 
WA WA by preserving what we already have and love but also by 
helping to assist in bringing in new ideas and resources to 
update/upgrade and become more inclusive.’

Ingrid joins us from the city of Poughkeepsie and her connection to 
WA WA Segowea began as a parent when her two sons attended 
camp. Her youngest progressed through the CIT program and 
became a counselor. She too can’t wait to get started!     From the 
moment that I stepped foot on the camp when I first brought my 
sons 15 years ago, I fell in love with the camp and now that I'm 
getting older, I know that I have to do more for our community, 
and I know the camp made a big difference for my kids and now I 
would like to introduce the camp to more kids in our community”

We welcome them both and for the first time in awhile, we have a 
Full Board of 15 members! 
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Camp WA WA’s “Unsung Hero”!
In the Firefly, we’d like to recognize an “Unsung Hero” of camp. This person is someone who’s 
connected to camp in their own individual way, and tirelessly works behind the scenes making camp 
better in some form or fashion.  In this Spring edition, we highlight and honor a former camper and 
staff member and longtime Camp volunteer, Ed Harvey! 

Ed’s time at camp began back in 1978 as he and his brother Tom and Mom, Marsha and Dad, 
Paul lived in the old log cabin.  He lived there and went to camp as a camper, then as a staff 
member holding a couple different positions through the years including EMT and head camp 
cook! He continued his involvement and is still very active with the local fire department and 
ambulance.  He even owns his own fire truck!  In addition, he’s become an avid photographer 
and had his pictures published in several fire/emergency service journals. This love of 
photography carries over to his personal life as well as he owns a website, 
RuralAmericanImages.com which features shots of the flora and fauna from around the 
Berkshires and beyond.   It’s this wide variety of skills that Ed brings to camp as a volunteer 
extraordinaire.  He’s happy to assist anywhere and everywhere when it comes to camp.  
Mowing the lawn? Ed’s got it! Need some help with teaching fire safety at camp?  Ed’s on it!  
Looking for some great Camp photos?  You know Ed will contribute!  All it takes is a request 
and he’s more than likely to say Yes.  It’s his love for the place and all things done by him 
behind the scenes that add up for Ed to be recognized as an Unsung Hero!  Thanks so much 
Ed!

http://www.google.com/
http://www.google.com/
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Alumni Catchup !
In this edition of the Firefly, and we hope in future ones, we want to spend a little time with Alumni, see what’s 
happening in their lives today and find out their memories of their time at Camp! Today we visit with Julia Hanagan. 
Hi Julia! 
What years were you at camp? 1995-2005 
What positions did you hold? I was a Camper, CIT, Staff, Waterfront director and Girls Unit Head. 
What are you doing now? I am an attorney and I work at a non-profit legal services organization. We represent parents and 
kids in child welfare proceedings in Northern/Central California. I typically represent parent clients. I am also our policy 
director. 
What's the first thing you think of when someone says Camp WA WA? The lodge. 
What camp experience still makes you laugh? Thinking about some of the costumes that we used to come up with at the last 
minute for Banquet or Lets Make a Deal. For a long time, photos from the circus banquet would appear on my computer 
screen background and it always made me smile. 
Is there something you learned at camp that you use today in your field of work? I never considered myself a strong public 
speaker in school but as staff at camp, I had a lot of experience speaking/shouting at large groups of people. I was 
surprised to find out that it wasn’t bad at it. I use my speaking skills every day in my job. I train younger lawyers, and I 
find myself thinking “use your parade field voice!” 
Looking back, what did you discover about yourself in your time at camp? I love a good nap! I miss rest hour. 
What’s the best place to hangout at camp? Side Porch 
What is something about you that you do or believe because of camp? Almost anything can be accomplished through strong 
community. 
Talk about a time you overcame a major challenge or obstacle at camp. My first summer on staff, I was a JC for the senior village. 
I got very sick on the hike. Very sick. I rarely get sick, and it was absolutely terrible. I still cannot remember a time when I 
was so miserable, but I kept going. I also had to rely on other people, which is not a skill of mine. 
What’s your favorite camp smell? Campfire.
What is something you miss about camp today? I miss taking a break from “real” life for two months and reconnecting with a 
totally different environment and community. I did not realize how rare that was growing up, and even rarer in the 
pandemic. 
Do you follow camp on social media? Yes- although I am really terrible with social media. I think I follow camp on Instagram 
and Facebook. 
If you could assist camp in some way from where you are, what would you do? I would love to support camp although its hard 
from out here. I have been trying to help with the campaign impact group and would like to continue to support camp in 
any way possible. 
Thanks Julia!

We’d love to hear more 
alumni news!  Please email 
us - mike@smithpark.org 
with alumni updates you’d 
like shared in future 
editions of the Firefly!

mailto:mike@smithpark.org
mailto:mike@smithpark.org


S M I T H  P A R K

 
  6

  Leaving a legacy isn’t 
something for just our 
parents and grandparents to 
think about. People want to 
leave a legacy because 
they want to feel that their 
life mattered. Right? Once 
you know what you want 
your legacy to be, you can 
start building it, no matter 

your current age.

     If you’re reading this, you 
have some sort of 
relationship to Camp Wa Wa 
Segowea, either as a former 
camper, parent, staffer, 
volunteer, or maybe just as a 
visitor. No matter which, 
Camp somehow made a 
positive impact on your life. 
Wouldn’t you like part of 
your legacy to be helping 
others enjoy that same 
positive impact that only a 
camp can provide? And to 
live on forever, impacting 
countless future 
generations? And know your 
life will truly have mattered?

You can do this today 
without it costing you a 
penny out of your pocket.  
Perpetuate your legacy 
forever by naming camp 
as one of the  
beneficiaries of your 
estate plans or a life 
insurance policy. It’s easy 
to do, and may have some 
tax benefits in addition for 
you in the future. A gift to our 
growing Endowment Fund 
means we will be able to 
ensure the continued service 
provided to kids and families 
to future generations, with 
confidence that there will 
always be a tomorrow for 
Wa Wa Segowea.

     

There is no reason to wait to 
get the good feeling of 
knowing for sure that your 
life will have mattered! Just 
talk with your lawyer, 
financial advisor, or even 
your parents to get the 
process started. For 
assistance or further 
information you can contact 
our camp’s volunteer Board 
member Lou Falk at 
860-559-8059 or 
LegacyGiving@campwawa.
org .  We hope to hear from 
you soon!

mailto:LegacyGiving@campwawa.org
mailto:LegacyGiving@campwawa.org
mailto:LegacyGiving@campwawa.org
mailto:LegacyGiving@campwawa.org
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We made is through the winter and finally we’re into Spring.  That means 
summer can’t be far behind!  We did have some visitors over winter which 
we’re featuring here.
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SMITH PARK OF NY MISSION: 

Smith Park of New York is devoted to the 
preservation and operation of Camp WA WA 
Segowea, the protection of its natural 
surroundings and historical integrity and the 
continuation of traditional resident camping that 
improves the spiritual, mental, social and physical 
attributes of young people in a caring 
community.

Camp WA WA Segowea is licensed by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health,  is a 
member of the Massachusetts Camping Association, and 
complies with all regulations for resident camps in 

Thank You to Our Friends!

Smith Park of New York truly appreciates the generous donations, of any size, in support of Camp WA 

WA Segowea. We'd like to recognize those thoughtful WA WAs that have donated this past quarter of 

2021. We are grateful for you keeping Camp in your heart and supporting its programs, staff, and 

facilities. 

Kathleen Davis             Kathy Glebatis           Lisa Perks                       Steven Smith

Miriam Delman      Ruth McComb          Sarah Perks                        Harlow Waite

John Fisher       John O’Shea             Minna Prisco                           Joseph Wallwork

Sam Garrison         Nancy Ost                 Michelle Quinn

 Do you know you can give online? Please visit www.campwawa.org/smith-park to 
become a monthly giver or give a one-time gift! 

Smith Park of NY Board
Sarah Perks — President  John Dunn — Vice President

Beth Hodos — Treasurer  Josh Perks — Secretary

Michael Bruns, Cori Cowan, Kathleen Davis, Lou Falk, John Fisher,, Tom 
Harvey,  Georgia LoPresti Meckes, Jim Masters, Patrick Page, Lisa Perks, 
Ingrid Soriano,  Nella Stoltz, 

Firefly Contributors
Michael Bruns,  Lily Mercogliano Easton, Georgia LoPresti Meckes, Lou 
Falk, Samantha Molina

Contact Info 
Smith Park of New York

P.O. Box 4994

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603

smithpark.org

Mark your calendars!  Join us at the Camp Open House on June 12 at 3PM. It will be an afternoon in 
the Berkshires with camp tours, Director Q & A, and activities for the whole family!

http://www.campwawa.org/smith-park
http://www.campwawa.org/smith-park

