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The Firefly
A quarterly newsletter with news and letters all about
Camp WA WA Segowea!
A Quarterly Newsletter
It’s a different look
for the Firefly! We
took a loooong time
with this newsletter
so we thought it
should look a little
different! We have a
good deal of news
for you and some
new contributors
telling some stories!

Issue # 10 September 2020
A July of Sadness and
Joy
Camp Director Lily
takes a look at quite the
unique summer of 2020

It’s NotCamp Camp!
Carly, the Assistant
Director takes a look at
online Camp.
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Summer 2020

Climbing the
Adirondacks
Camp Alum Rob
Quaye climbs some
peaks!
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Charitable Giving
Learn how you can
support our beloved
Camp! Page 5

Teen Camp Coordinator,
Maxine gives her
thoughts on the summer
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lake, slept on cabin row, and had our meals in
the dining hall.

Being at WA WA
During
COVID-19

And then, July at WA WA was also
tremendously joyful. Staying on the lake with
my family, while up to three other pods would
rent space at camp, my day started and ended
listening to camp sounds: paddling across the
lake, laughter on the side porch, and talking as
people walked up the road.

Lily Mercogliano Easton, Camp
Director
This summer at Camp WA WA has meant
finding balance amongst the extremes of this
moment. And it brought me closer than ever
before to my deep love both for our camp, and
for the importance of the opportunity to go to
sleepaway camp for all youth.
Losing our normal program this summer
struck me early when I arrived for the onsite
family camping portion of WWS Not Camp
Camp in July. I was driving down the camp
road that first day, it was hot and dusty, and I
was overwhelmed with sadness that this
summer I would not see exhausted campers
hiking up that road on the way back from
Umpachene.

I was surprised that I felt the saddest about
camp being closed when I thought about the
times at camp that are not so easy, those times
when we might prefer to be doing something
different. I realized I, and probably most of
our staff and campers, would have walked up
Foley Hill road each and every day if it could
have meant we could have still swam in the

So many camp activities persisted during a
time when families needed them most. Hours
were spent fishing, fires in the lodge went late
into the night, kids swam all afternoon,
groups hiked and camped at the Outpost. I
saw the fiercest paddle board wars I have ever
witnessed at camp (apparently there is
nothing quite like a family battle!). My older
kids started learning to swim, and my
youngest learned to crawl.
I hope for 2021 to bring us back together at
camp again! Things will likely be different
next summer, and I’m confident there will
continue to be an appreciation for our
community on Harmon Pond.
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Not Camp,Camp Recap! by Carly Galvin
Summer 2020 turned out to be a bit different than expected, but just as amazing for staff and campers alike.
Throughout the five weeks of Not Camp Camp we had over 35 campers and staff join in virtually to stay
connected with the camp community while building new skills and friendships. Every week had virtual skill
classes held on zoom. Both new and old campers joined new and old staff. Some classes that were held were
recycled crafts, debate, rubik's cube, skateboarding, dance, and friendship bracelet making.
On top of these classes there was a special Teen Camp hour! Saturday night we came together as one large group
for a virtual evening program. Let’s make a deal, Egg drop, WaWauction, and a banquet were the evening
programs. Throughout the month there was a Friday Movie Night with a suggested movie and a trivia question
about the movie. Seeing all the smiles and laughter over the computer was truly a magical thing. Thank you for
everyone who participated!

Evening Program Spotlight!
Would you like to make a deal? During lets make a deal we had about
twelve campers and staff try to make the best deal possible. Everyone
dressed in their best superhero or villain costume hoping to catch the
attention of the hosts to make a deal. Every contestant was asked to
find an item around the house and once the item was found they won
or they were given the choice to make a deal. With that item they were
given a task. If they completed that they won. Some won some great
prizes like s’more kits, or a camp shirt while some got a zonk like a
VHS or baby socks.
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Maxine
QuayeThoughts
on Summer
2020
Hi friends!

the end, knowing that we were
Hopefully, they saw each other
there as a resource for our campers participating in different ways and
As someone who has been in a
was all that mattered.
in different places for different
camp setting for the last 9 years of
social movements. They may now
my life, 4 of those at WA WA, it is Coming to the realization early in
realize that camp is not just a place
safe to say that not being in such a the year that camp may not be able
where we sing songs about bears
setting this year was definitely a
to take place was a hard pill to
and eat marshmallows. And that
little strange. I have missed
swallow. Knowing that for a lot of
camp friends are not just people
hearing the laughter of campers
our campers and staff alike, camp
you see every summer for two
echoing throughout camp. I miss
is the literal definition of home
weeks. Camp is a place where
hearing campers splash into the
away from home. However,
everyone can be supportive of
lake. I also miss bonding with the looking at the bigger picture,
each other regardless of race,
staff so quickly and becoming like knowing that it is because of the
gender and sexual orientation.
a family.
familial love that we share that is
Camp friends are those that we
why we had to picture camp
This summer I was really looking
appreciate for being different from
happening in a different way. I am
forward to strategizing on which
us and they are the ones that we
a firm believer that everything
section of the Appalachian Trail
learn from.
happens for a reason.
we would be hiking. This summer
I am in a unique position in that I
I missed out on seeing the Teen
Not being able to come to camp
get to communicate with staff,
Campers bond with each other in this year may have given a lot of
campers and parents year-round.
a span of three days while out on
our campers and staff the
Being able to witness how much
the hike.
opportunity to become more
our campers and staff alike grow
involved in more ways than one.
Although these are all the things I
from year to year will never cease
They had the chance to participate
would have rather seen, heard,
to amaze me. I cannot wait to see
in one of the hundreds of protests
and experienced at camp, I still got
your faces again next summer!
that took place across the country
to do some of these through Not
proclaiming that Black Lives
With immense love,
Camp Camp. To say it was a
Matter and that our friends in the
unique experience would be an
Maxine
LGBTQIA+ community are truly a
understatement. I had no vision
part of our various communities.
for how it would play out, but in
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Alumni set to become an
Adirondack 46er!
Camp Director Lily Mercogliano Easton shares three questions with alumni
counselor Robert Quaye on his quest to become an Adirondack 46er.

and not confined to four
walls. It was also a good
chance to spend time with
friends in nature, where it
RQ: I am up to 39 peaks
is harder to spread the
since May.
virus. And I wanted to do
something active, so this
LME: Wow! What have
was a starting point and
been the benefits of taking then it got me into biking
on this challenge during
and running so I'd be in
this pandemic?
better shape for my hikes.
LME: How many of the
high peaks have you
completed so far?

RQ: This was a great
chance to be outdoors

LME: What's next? How
do you plan to complete

this challenge by the end
of the year?

in November and doing a
few so I can end with the
46 peak on Mt. Skylight.

RQ: In July, I was up to 31
peaks and then I moved
GOOD LUCK ROB! We
back to school. I went
will keep you posted when
back to the Adirondacks
he reaches that 46th peak!
at the end of the summer
with the plan to do 11
peaks in three days. I did
five in one day and then
woke up the next day and
couldn’t walk! Now I'm
planning on coming back

We’d love to hear more alumni news! Please email us mike@smithpark.org with alumni updates you’d like shared in future
editions of the Firefly!
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Looking at Charitable Giving?
Please remember Smith Park and Camp Wa Wa Segowea in your estate planning and
perpetuate your generosity and influence on young people forever.
As we grow up we should take some time to ponder the future and discuss our thoughts
with family and friends. Ask: What is important to me? What causes am I passionate about?
Do my actions reflect that?
Charitable giving is one way to support your favorite causes. Our complex tax code often
provides financial incentives for making charitable gifts. While future tax benefits don’t need
to be your only reason for charitable giving, they can offer some guidance when evaluating
different charitable giving strategies.
Suppose you own stocks, mutual funds, or other investments with a taxable gain that
you’ve held for a year or more. If you sell them you may pay tax on that gain, so the full value
will not be available to you. If instead you donate the stock to a charity, the charity can sell
them and pay no tax on the gain---allowing the full amount to be available for use by the
charity.
Further, if you itemize your deductions you can deduct the full value of the gift if you’ve
held the shares for longer than one year, allowing you to reduce your taxable income and
taxes owed as well.
For further information, contact any member of the Board of Smith Park. And Thanks for
thinking of us!
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The Year
the Trees
fell"
I

It’s been a very busy year in the
tree falling business! Some trees
were taken down at camp (that
posed a threat) and others fell
due to mother nature. Both ways,
we have a lot of wood on the
ground! (And some were made
into bowls!)
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Clouds at Camp- Day and Night
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In Appreciation- We’d like to thank the people
that have stayed with us this summer!

Camp WA WA Segowea does comply with the regulations of the Massachusetts Department of Public Health
and is licensed by the Local Board of Health of the town of New Marlborough, MA

SMITH PARK OF NY MISSION:

Smith Park of NY Board

Sarah Perks — President
Smith Park of New York is devoted to the
John Dunn — Vice President
preservation and operation of Camp WA WA Beth Hodos — Treasurer
Segowea, the protection of its natural
Josh Perks — Secretary
surroundings and historical integrity and the Michael Bruns, Kathleen Davis, John Fisher, Adam
Georgia LoPresti Meckes, Patrick Page, Lisa
continuation of traditional resident camping Hammond,
Perks, Nella Stoltz
that improves the spiritual, mental, social and
physical attributes of young people in a caring Firefly Contributors
Michael Bruns, Lily Mercogliano Easton, Carly Galvin,
Maxine Quaye
community.

Contact Info
Smith Park of New York
P.O. Box 4994

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
smithpark.org
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